
 

 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
ADAM STEELE, et al., ) 
  ) 
 Plaintiff, ) 
  ) 
 v. ) 
  ) 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 
  ) 
 Defendant. ) 
_______________________________________) 
 

 
Case No. 1:14-cv-1523 
 

UNITED STATES’ MOTION FOR PARTIAL SUMMARY JUDGMENT 
 

The United States hereby moves pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 

56(a) for partial summary judgment as to plaintiffs’ first claim, i.e. whether the Service 

has “legal authority to charge a fee for the issuance and renewal of a PTIN.”  (Compl., 

Count I, ¶39 (Doc. 41).)  As grounds for the motion, the United States avers as follows: 

Under 26 U.S.C. § 6109(a)(4) and its accompanying regulations, only tax return 

preparers who both obtain and pay for a preparer tax identification number (“PTIN”) 

may prepare tax returns for compensation.  The Treasury Department and the Internal 

Revenue Service promulgated a user fee for obtaining and renewing a PTIN (the “PTIN 

User Fee”) under the authority provided by the Independent Offices Appropriations 

Act (“IOAA”), 31 U.S.C. § 9701.  The IOAA permits federal agencies to charge a user fee 

for providing a “service or thing of value.”  Id.  The ability to prepare tax returns and 

refund claims for compensation is a “service or thing of value” because it is a special 

benefit provided only to those individuals who have a PTIN.  Accordingly, the Service 

is lawfully entitled to charge a user fee for issuing and renewing a PTIN.   
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The grounds for this motion are set forth more fully in the statement of points 

and authorities in support of the United States’ partial motion summary judgment and 

statement of material facts which are both being filed contemporaneously with this 

motion. 

Dated: September 7, 2016     Respectfully submitted, 
 

CAROLINE D. CIRAOLO 
Acting Assistant Attorney General, 
Tax Division 

 
/s/ Christopher J. Williamson 
CHRISTOPHER J. WILLIAMSON 
VASSILIKI E. ECONOMIDES 
JOSEPH E. HUNSADER 
United States Department of Justice 
Tax Division 
Trial Attorneys 
Post Office Box 227 
Ben Franklin Station 
Washington, D.C.  20044 
Telephone:  (202) 307-2250 
Facsimile:  (202) 514-6866 
christopher.j.williamson@usdoj.gov 

OF COUNSEL  
 
CHANNING D. PHILLIPS 
United States Attorney 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 I hereby certify that the foregoing UNITED STATES’ MOTION FOR PARTIAL 

SUMMARY JUDGMENT was filed with the Court’s ECF system on September 7, 2016, 

which system serves electronically all filed documents on the same day of filing to all 

counsel of record including upon: 

Allen Buckley 
The Law Office of Allen Buckley LLC 
2802 Paces Ferry Road 
Suite 100-C 
Atlanta, GA 30339 
  
William H. Narwold 
MOTLEY RICE LLC 
One Corporate Center 
20 Church Street, 17th Floor 
Hartford, CT 06103 
 
Nathan D. Finch 
Elizabeth Smith 
MOTLEY RICE LLC 
3333 K Street NW, Suite 450 
Washington, DC 20007 

Deepak Gupta 
Jonathan E. Taylor 
Peter Conti-Brown 
GUPTA WESSLER PLLC 
1735 20th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20009 
 
Christopher S. Rizek 
Caplin & Drysdale, Chartered 
One Thomas Circle, NW, Suite 1100 
Washington, DC 20005 

 
       /s/Christopher J. Williamson  
       CHRISTOPHER J. WILLIAMSON 
       Trial Attorney 
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