
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
Adam Steele and Brittany Montrois, 
on behalf of themselves and all 
others similarly situated, 
 
 Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 
 
United States of America, 
 
 Defendant. 
 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

  

 

 Civil Action No.: 1:14-cv-01523-RCL 

 
PLAINTIFFS’ RESPONSE TO THE GOVERNMENT’S 

MOTION TO STAY BRIEFING ON PLAINTIFFS’ 
MOTION FOR CLASS CERTIFICATION 

 
Plaintiffs Adam Steele and Brittany Montrois do not object to the government’s motion to 

stay briefing on plaintiffs’ motion for class certification (ECF No. 25). Alternatively, the class-

certification motion (ECF No. 10) may be denied without prejudice, with the right to renew—thus 

mooting the motion to stay briefing.   

This putative class action was filed on September 8, 2014. On September 16 and October 2, 

plaintiffs’ then-counsel filed a motion to appoint interim class counsel and a class-certification 

motion, respectively. To date, the government has filed an answer but has not responded 

substantively to either motion. As the government’s stay motion notes, on December 31, 2014, 

“Wallace Dickson filed with this Court another class action on behalf of the same set of return 

preparers seeking essentially the same relief.” Mot. to Stay 1; see also Dickson v. United States, 

No. 1:14-cv-02221-RCL (D.D.C filed Dec. 31, 2014). There are motions pending both in this action, 
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ECF No. 28, and in Dickson, ECF No. 7, to consolidate the two cases and for appointment of 

interim class counsel. 

Should plaintiffs’ chosen counsel, Motley Rice LLC, be appointed as interim class counsel, 

it intends, subject to Court approval, to propose a pretrial schedule for the prompt filing of a 

consolidated amended complaint, a revised motion for class certification, and a plan for certain 

other pretrial matters.  It is counsel’s intention to work with counsel for the United States to present 

a joint pretrial schedule encompassing these matters.1  

For these reasons, plaintiffs do not object to the government’s stay motion. Alternatively, 

plaintiffs do not object to the Court denying the pending class-certification motion without 

prejudice and with the right to renew in accordance with a pretrial schedule established after the 

Court rules on the pending consolidation and appointment-of-counsel motions.   

Dated:  February 17, 2015 Respectfully submitted, 

By:    s/ William H. Narwold    
 
MOTLEY RICE LLC 
 
William H. Narwold 
bnarwold@motleyrice.com 
DC Bar No. 502352 
One Corporate Center 
20 Church Street, 17th Floor 
Hartford, CT  06103 
Telephone: (860) 882-1676 
Facsimile: (860) 882-1682 
 
 

                                                 
1 The government’s stay motion suggests that, if Steele and Dickson are consolidated, a 

separate class-certification motion would thereafter be filed in each case. That would not be 
necessary. If the Court consolidates the cases and appoints interim class counsel, the cases could 
proceed on a consolidated complaint with a single class-certification motion. 
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Nathan D. Finch 
nfinch@motleyrice.com 
Elizabeth Smith 
esmith@motleyrice.com 
3333 K Street NW, Suite 450 
Washington, DC  20007 
Telephone: (202) 232-5504 
Facsimile: (202) 232-5513 
 
GUPTA BECK PLLC 
 
Deepak Gupta 
deepak@guptabeck.com 
1735 20th Street, NW 
Washington, DC  20009 
Telephone: (202) 888-1741 
Facsimile: (202) 888-7792 
 
CAPLIN & DRYSDALE, CHARTERED 
 
Christopher S. Rizek 
crizek@capdale.com 
One Thomas Circle, NW, Suite 1100 
Washington, DC  20005 
Telephone: (202) 862-8852 
Facsimile: (202) 429-3301 
 
LAW OFFICE OF ALLEN BUCKLEY LLC 
 
Allen Buckley 
ab@allenbuckleylaw.com 
2802 Paces Ferry Road, Suite 100-C 
Atlanta, GA  30339  
Telephone: (404) 610-1936 
Facsimile: (770) 319-0110 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs Adam Steele, Brittany 
Montrois, and the Putative Class 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
 I hereby certify that on February 17, 2015, I electronically filed the foregoing Plaintiffs’ 

Response to the Government’s Motion to Stay Briefing on Plaintiffs’ Motion for Class Certification 

with the Clerk of the Court using CM/ECF system, which will send notification of such filing to the 

attorneys of record registered with the CM/ECF system.  

 
By: MOTLEY RICE LLC 
 
 s/   William H. Narwold                       

William H. Narwold 
MOTLEY RICE LLC 
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